
Town of West Bridgewater 

OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

Town Hall Conference Room, 1st Floor, 65 North Main Street 

Minutes for March 8, 2018 

 

Meeting started at 7:03 PM - Six people attended.  They were as follows: Mary Wynne-Yee (MW-Y), Chairperson; Adam Anderson 

(AA), Vice Chairperson; John DeLano (JD), Secretary; Howard Hayward (HH), member; and Janice O'Brien (JO), member.  In addition, David, N. 

Zaff (DZ), a guest was in attendance.  Note: OS&RC means Open Space & Recreation Committee, OS&RP means Open Space and Recreation Plan, 

CPA means Community Preservation Act, CPC means Community Preservation Committee, BCA means Bay Circuit Alliance, BCT means Bay 

Circuit Trail, WBCC means West Bridgewater Conservation Commission, APR means Agricultural Preservation Restriction, DCPR means 

Department of Conservation, Preservation and Recreation, BSU means Bridgewater State University and BOS means Board of Selectmen. 

  

1. MW-Y opened the meeting at 7:03 P.M. 

2. Meeting Minutes for the 02-01-18 meeting were distributed.  Motion was made by JO to approve the minutes.  

Seconded by HH and so voted. 

3. JD introduced the guest, David Zaff (DZ) who was representing the developer of the 172 Acre project.  DZ presented 

information about a possible 40-B development off of Walnut Street.  DZ showed a conceptual plan of 700 units possible 

for the land.  DZ noted that the developer would prefer to construct 200 to 230 40-B units, 50 to 60 adult retirement units 

and 80 single family houses on the land and donate the remaining land to the Conservation Commission as Open Space 

land.  The land is north and easterly of the West Meadow Wildlife Refuge owned by the State.  The members present had 

many questions about the wetlands, flood plain and the impacts of such a development on the land.  DZ answered the 

questions as best as could be expected since this plan is conceptual at this point.  DZ noted that the OS&RC could 

purchase the whole parcel for 4 Million.  The OS&RC thanked DZ for the information and noted that the agenda had 

many other items to tackle for the evening.  No decisions were made regarding the information that had been presented 

and the committee moved on to the next agenda item. 

4.  The committee discussed having a Roast Marshmallows event at Holmes Hill on 04-14-2018 from 1pm to 3pm while 

we burn up the brush pile there.  It was suggested that we get the email contact list up and running to publicize the event. 

5. JD reported on the Pratt's Landing demolition.  The little bit of clean up to do is on hold due to a question as to the 

location of the easterly property line.  JD is researching the issue.  JD mentioned that we can now put up a kiosk at the 

westerly side of the site near the bridge. 

6. JD reported that there is an offer to utilize the services of a fellow working on some project for the Taunton River Wild 

& Scenic Council project that would help update the Open Space Plan.  The fellow would be under the direction of the 

DCPR Coordinator and the fellow would facilitate all that needs to be done for updating the OS&R Plan.  It was the 

consensus of the attendees at this meeting to do the plan in-house.  

7. JD reported on the proposed land use license to be used by the WBCC to allow the current radio controlled model 

airplane group to continue using a small area off Maple Street for their activities.  JD noted that the license agreement that 

he drafted has been reviewed by the Town Administrator and the Town Counsel (TC).  TC has made a few 

recommendations on some of the wording.  JD will work on it and get it back to TC.  A community forum on the land use 

of the Scotland Street Conservation Parcel was scheduled for our 05-03-2018 meeting.  The radio controlled airplane club 

will be invited to attend.       

8. JD told the committee he was meeting the guy who will supply the plexiglass material for the Beaverton Woods Kiosk 

on Tuesday 03-06-2018.  No action can be taken on putting up materials until we get the plexi-glass for the kiosk.   

9. The committee departed from the order of business to discuss the 40-B project.  The idea of suggesting to the developer 

that the OS&RC would purchase the land for a reasonable amount that would provide the developer a modest rate of 

return on his investment was discussed.  It was the consensus of the committee to make an offer and see where it goes.  JD 

will call the guy and discuss it with him.     

10. The committee discussed the River Walk 2018 event in so much as it's coming fast and we need to do some planning.  

MW-Y reported that there will be a planning meeting on 03-15-2018 at the Market Basket Cafe. 

11. JD reported that representatives from Johnson Golf Management who operate the town's golf course were at the 

DCPR meeting and seemed agreeable to allowing use of the cart paths for winter recreation by the OS&RC.  More needs 

to be done to work out the logistics.  

12. The next meeting was set for 04-05-2018.    

13.  Seeing no further business a motion was made by JD and seconded by JO to adjourn at 8:50 PM.  So voted.  

 

Respectfully submitted, John W. DeLano ,  

John W. DeLano, Secretary 
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